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Quality of Ideas Points 

Possible

Points 

Awarded

Introductory paragraph:  Mentions title (Death of a 

Salesman)  and author (Arthur Miller) as well as a brief 

plot summary.  The last sentence of the paragraph is a 

clear thesis statement.  State your claim:  Is Willy Loman 

a tragic hero or not?

10

Body Paragraphs:  Clear topic sentences as the 1st 

sentences of each body paragraph.  These are the 

reasons WHY he is or is not a tragic hero.

5

Body Paragraph(s):  Used at least 3 specific examples 

of support per paragraph.  Two must be direct quotations 

from Death of a Salesman. These are your arguments.

15

Concluding Paragraph:  Restates the thesis.  This is 

where you reinforce your claim (thesis).  Is he a tragic 

hero?

10

Form and Presentation Points 

Possible

Format:  Typed, 1.0" margins, double spaced, two 

paragraph length

2

Grammar and Style Points 

Possible

Sentence structure:  No fragments. No run-ons. 2

Punctuation:  Uses end-marks correctly.  Commas used 

appropriately.  Quotatio marks used to denote speech.

2

Spelling and grammar:  A few spelling errors are ok, but 

they should not distract from the meaning.  Subject-verb 

agreement.  Verb tense.

2

Appropriate tone/ voice: 2

TOTAL 50 0
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